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MMAAKKIINNGG  BBRROONNZZEESS::      
 
The small ornate bronzes in Ancient Bronzes of the Asian Grasslands  were made by skillful artisans. 

There are several basic methods of making these bronzes.  

  

OOppeenn--MMoolldd  [[CCaassttiinngg]]:: 

NNoottee::    OOppeenn  MMoolldd  CCaassttiinngg  iiss  tthhee  mmeetthhoodd  uusseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  PPooiinntt--ooff--EEnnttrryy  pprroojjeecctt.. 

Flat pieces without projections can be cast in a simple open or one-piece mold. This mold is usually 

stone or a material resistant to the heat of the molten metal. The molten metal is poured into the mold  

and cools, shrinking a bit from the mold’s surface. When an open-mold is used, the decor is only on 

one side. The back or open face of the mold is plain and relatively flat. Since the mold remains intact 

and can be reused, many identical pieces can be made this way. 

 

PPiieeccee--MMoolldd  [[CCaassttiinngg]]:: 
Another version of the open mold process uses a mold 

with two or more parts to form one cast object. Because 

the edges of the mold do not meet precisely, the cast work 

will have raised ridges or mold seams marking the edge of 

each mold section. Although the metalsmith usually 

smoothes these mold marks, they often remain faintly 

visible. To save metal and to make the piece lighter, a  
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heat-resistant core, usually of coarse clay, is placed in the mold, held in place by thin wires. This core 

is often left in place after casting and can be seen on exhibit no. 62. 

  

LLoosstt--WWaaxx  CCaassttiinngg:: 
Complex, three-dimensional pieces were made using the lost-wax process. A wax model of the 

desired item is covered with a fine clay mold. This mold is heated causing the wax to run out or 

evaporate. The molten bronze is then poured into the clay mold, filling the space left by the melted 

wax. After the bronze cools, the clay mold is broken to reveal the metal figure within. Because the 

mold has to be broken, each lost-wax cast bronze is unique.  

 

IInnddiirreecctt  LLoosstt--WWaaxx  CCaassttiinngg:: 
In this process a master model of the ornament is created and a mold is made of the master. 

Numerous identical wax copies are then made from this mold. These copies are then individually 

invested with clay, heated and cast. The result is multiple identical copies of the same plaque.  

  

  

NNootteess:: 
 


