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  SSttaarrtt  wwiitthh  AArrtt    

 AAnncciieenntt  BBrroonnzzeess  ooff  tthhee    
  AAssiiaann  GGrraassssllaannddss        
  ffrroomm  tthhee  AArrtthhuurr  MM..  SSaacckklleerr  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  

 
 
 

TTHHEE  SSTTEEPPPPEE  DDWWEELLLLEERRSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  AASSIIAANN  GGRRAASSSSLLAANNDDSS  AANNDD  TTHHEE  SSIILLKK  RROOAADD::      
  

EExxppoorrttss  ooff  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa::  

The Arabic geographer al-Muqaddasi described the products exported from central Asia around 985 CE: 

 
Exports from Tirmidh (near ancient Bactra and modern Balkh, Afghanistan):  

“/soap and asafoetida [a strong smelling resinous herb]; from Bukhara, soft fabrics, 
prayer carpets, woven fabrics for covering the floors of inns, copper lamps, Tabari 
tissues, horse girths (which are woven in places of detention), Ushmuni fabrics [from the 
Egyptian town of Ushmunayn], grease, sheepskins, oil for anointing the head/” 

 
Exports from Khorezmia (the location of modern Khiva, Uzbekistan):  

“/grapes, many raisins, almond pastry, sesame, fabrics of striped cloth, carpets, 
blanket cloth, satin for royal gifts, coverings of mulham fabric, locks, Aranj fabrics 
[probably cottons], bows which only the strongest could bend, rakhbin (a kind of 
cheese), yeast, fish, boats (the latter also exported from Tirmidh)/” 
 

Exports from Khorezmia that originally came from Volga Bulghar (the location of 
modern Kazan, Russia): 

“/sables, miniver [a white fur], ermines, and the fur of steppe foxes, martens, foxes, 
beavers, spotted hares, and goats; also wax, arrows, birch bark, high fur caps, fish glue, 
fish teeth [perhaps a reference to walrus tusks, which were carved into knife handles or 
ground up and used as medicine], castoreum [obtained from beavers and used as a 
perfume or medicine], amber, prepared horse hides, honey, hazel nuts, falcons, swords, 
armour, khalanj wood, Slavonic slaves, sheep and cattle.” 
 

Exports from Samarqand (currently the second-largest city in Uzbekistan):  
“/silver-coloured fabrics (simgun) and Samarqandi stuffs, large copper vessels, artistic 
goblets, tents, stirrups, bridleheads, and straps... satin which is exported to the Turks, 
and red fabrics known by the name of mumarjal, Sinizi cloth [from the Fars region, 
though originally the flax for them came from Egypt], many silks and silken fabrics, 
hazel and other nuts/paper” 
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Exports from Shash (modern Tashkent, Uzbekistan):  
“/high saddles of horse hide, quivers, tents, hides (imported from the Turks and 
tanned), cloaks, praying carpets, leather capes, linseed, fine bows, needles of poor 
quality, cotton for export to the Turks, and scissors/porcelain” 
 

Exports from Farghana (also Fergana, currently in Uzbekistan)  
and Isfijab (currently Sayram, Kazakhstan): 

“/ Turkish slaves, white fabrics, arms, swords, copper, iron” 
 

Exports from Taraz (also Talas, currently located in Kazakhstan): 
“/goatskins/” 
 

Exports from Bukhara (also Bukhoro, currently located in Uzbekistan): 
“/meats/and a kind of melon they have called ashshaq (or ash-shaf)/” 
 

Exports of Central Asia by al-Muqaddasi from David Christian, “Silk Roads or Steppe Roads? The Silk Roads in World History.” Journal 
of World History 11, no. 1 (2000): 1–26. 
  

  

MMaapp  ooff  MMooddeerrnn  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa::  
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CChhiinneessee  IInnfflluueennccee::  
 
Trudy S. Kawami, Ph. D., Exhibition Curator & Director of Research, Arthur M. Sackler Foundation 

 

The mobile steppe dwellers and the settled dynastic Chinese had complex 

relationships with influence flowing both ways. Furs, prestigious stones like jade 

and turquoise, fine wool and especially horses went from the steppes to China 

along the Silk Road. The horse was a valuable, exotic creature to the dynastic 

Chinese who associated it with nobility of character, intelligence and freedom. 

The steppe horsemen controlled the supply of horses to the Chinese rulers. 

 

In turn, the culture and art of the dynastic Chinese to the south influenced the art 

of the steppe peoples. Chinese princesses were married to nomadic chieftains to 

secure alliances, and Chinese goods like silks and lacquerware moved 

northward into the grasslands. Some steppe dwellers used Chinese items like 

the elongated hook buckle, perhaps as a symbol of their connection with the 

powerful Chinese rulers. Weaponry reflecting Chinese style appeared in the 

steppes, both as presents from Chinese rulers to local chiefs, and as local copies 

of these imperial gifts. Decorative Chinese motifs like the imperial dragon were 

adapted to steppe taste and appeared on buckles and bronze ornaments.  

 
NNootteess:: 


